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INTRODUCTION

[t has been over two years since my last physically
published catalogue, so | write this with excitement
and optimism for the future. It is very difficult

to write this introduction without mentioning
Covid-19, the last two years have not been
without challenges for all of us, but | am very
pleased to be able to present this striking collection
of objects from all over Asia. In particular some
discoveries that | hope will excite collectors,
researchers, and art lovers as much as they did me
when | first discovered them. | also welcomed a new
member of staff to the gallery, Ms Maél Baussand
(PhD), who joins me as my gallery manager; and
brings with her experience from the contemporary
art world. Maél's excitement and enthusiasm for
Asian art is manifested in her assistance in creating
this catalogue.

| would now like to draw your attention to some of
the discoveries. The first is number 7 and could be
considered the holy grail for students of Indian arms
and armour: the missing bagh nakh (leopard claw)
to its matching hand which has been long known
about, and currently in the Feldman family museum,
Kyiv - | hope it and its custodians remain safe. The
Asian department of the V&A museum, particularly
Susan Strong, were very helpful in my research.

Number 32, an Indian rocket sword, is of a type that
has never before been found on the open market,
and one of a very small group known (all of which
are in museums).

It ignited much talk within the circles of academics
and curators that helped me research it, and it is
already in the collection of a British institution who
wish to remain anonymous until they have the
pleasure of launching the news of the acquisition
themselves. Simon Metcalfe (Royal Collection
Trust) and Nidhin Olikara (Shimoga, India) were
instrumental in researching this item and two newly
discovered rockets in the Royal Collection Trust.

Perhaps the item that gave me the biggest smile is
number 41:an Indian dhal (shield). It is of a rare type
that shows a painted Royal procession around the
circumference. In this example, the first that | am
aware of, it shows female warriors, instead of male,
leading the procession. A deserving victory for the
growing number of female collectors and specialists
in the arms and armour field.

There are several other rare and unusual items
included within these pages, but | will leave the
reader to make their own discoveries. All are
important pieces of a broader ‘jigsaw’ puzzle, and
with time we begin to see the bigger picture. |
cannot take all the credit for this, as | am privileged
to have the support of family, friends, colleagues, and
clients who all help me contribute to this fascinating
area of collecting that gives us a glimpse into the
pride, artistry, and connoisseurship of our ancestors.

Runjeet Singh
June 2022
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DIMPLED KATAR

KisHANGARH, RAJASTHAN, INDIA
Circa 18tH CENTURY

450mMm
245MMm

OVERALL
BrLADE

This katar (push dagger unique to
the Indian continent) originates
from Rajasthan and shows
distinguishing features that make it
a piece of exceptional quality and
craftsmanship from the Kishangarh
armoury.

The highly polished steel hilt

with double-grip is ornamented
throughout. Its thick sidebars and
handgrips are decorated with a
texturized, hammered pattern of
shallow dimples (typical of the
Kishangarh armoury), which still
have traces of gold. The symmetrical
V-shaped knuckle-bar is cleverly cut
to mirror the form of the blade,
the composition culminating at its
centre in a sloping triangular arch
and the short fuller split by a raised
medial ridge with a stylized flower
in bloom. Its simple but careful lines
are carved in deep relief directly
out of the short blade’s surface.
The high-quality steel blade shows
small traces of patination and is
formed with a central fuller and
swollen tip. The distinctive etched
armoury mark, visible on the forte,
is typical of the Kishangarh armoury'.
The Devanagari letters translate
as'ra ki po’and it is not currently
known what the marking means.
The scabbard comprises a wooden
core and bi-coloured (gold and
blood-red) velvet sheath, sewn with
a delicate string of saffron-coloured
thread.

Provenance
Art Market USA

Kishangarh armoury, Rajasthan

References

See Jens Nordlunde, A Passion for
Indian Arms: A Private Collection,
2016, p.139-140.







SHIKARGAH
(HUNTING) KATAR

RajASTHAN, INDIA
Circa 1850

OVERALL  440MM

The present dagger or katar is a
rare variant of the type thought
to have been made in the town of
Bundi in Rajasthan.

The hilt is engraved throughout with
blossoming lotus flowers and leaved
vine tendrils on a punched ground,
the gap between the centrally
swollen grip-bars then filled with
the aforementioned fretwork which
conveys a symmetrical array of four-
petalled flowerheads set between
stylised lotuses in miniature (it is
this unique style of fretwork which
suggests the dagger originates from
Bundi).

A watered steel blade is inserted
into the foliate v-shaped knuckle-
bar and has been chiselled over the
greater part of its sunken surface
on one face with an elephant’s head
and the goddess Durga sat astride
a tiger with Shiva shown running

in front with her head turned back.
Chiselled over the other face, the
ends are similar, though in place

of the divine scene a striped tiger

is depicted hunting an antelope.
The main section of the heavy
blade tapers to a heavily reinforced,
armour-piercing point.

These religious and shikargah
(hunting) scenes set the dagger
apart from most others. An essential
comparandum, however, is to be
found in the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, where a katar (Accession
Number 35.24.912) confirmed to
originate from Bundi shows precisely
the same decorative arrangement in
its fretwork as the present piece.

Provenance

European art market

References

2.

URL: https://www.metmuseum.org/
art/collection/search/31504







JADE DAGGER

MuGHAL DoMINIONS, INDIA
18tH CENTURY

360MMm
230MMm

OVERALL
BLADE

Formed with a translucent jade
hilt of ‘pistol-grip’ form, this
dagger (or khanjar) represents a
persuasive example of a weapon-
type commonly sought after by
collectors.

A slightly unfurled lotus — the
texture of its petals and stigma
picked out with close carving — sits
serenely at the centre of the lobed
quillon block. This motif is repeated
at the pommel, though here the
fuller structure of the flower is
conveyed, as its long, ridged leaves
splay out from the centre and over
the medial brim of the hilt.

A fine ‘wootz' steel blade of slender
section completes the dagger,
exhibiting a rich pattern over its
surface and recurving gradually over
the course of its length before the
blade then tapers to a point.

We may compare the present
example with another Mughal
dagger exhibited by Runjeet

Singh Ltd in Treasures from Asian
Armouries - TEFAF 2020 (Cat. No. 4),
particularly on account of its similar
floral carving?

Provenance

European art market

References

3.

Runjeet Singh, TEFAF: Treasures from
Asian Armouries, 2020, pp.16-17,
No.4.

URL: https://www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/355/armourpiercing_
jade_dagger













HANCAR (DAGGER)

OTTOMAN TURKEY
191H CENTURY

408mMMm
295MMm

OVERALL
BLADE

This opulent khanjar (from Ottoman
Turkish ¢cz S ‘hancer', o'y
‘hancar’) represents a fine example
of this weapon type, very well
preserved. Closer inspection of the
decoration, in particular, reveals

precise and thoughtful craftsmanship.

The viewer's eye is drawn
immediately to the translucent,
blue stone inset just beneath the
scabbard’s locket, which could be
a Ceylon sapphire (the ‘cabochon’
form would typically exclude topaz
or aguamarine, while the absence
of iridescence rules out opal). The
scabbard is made of wood with
lush silver covering that shows
traces of gold. The mounts are richly
decorated with sparkling roses of
green, blue and pink gemstones
closely intertwined in dense foliage
- a mesmerising display of rubies,
emeralds, spinels and beryls on the
locket complementing the chiselled
floral vines arranged lengthwise in
diamond patterns and blooming
up to the chape fitted with a bud-
shaped point.

The hilt of the dagger is carved
from a single block of pale nephrite
jade with an ethereal, luminescent
glow. Eye-shaped garnets and
emeralds are inset over the grip in
a symmetrical arrangement evoking
tiny blossoms, with a vibrant, fully

open matching floral design at the top.

The double-edged watered steel
blade is slightly curved in an elegant
line and of a superior quality. They
are resistant to shattering, and

can be honed to a sharp, resilient
edge*. The robust, engraved fuller,
reinforced by double grooves, rises
boldly from a central flower in gold
on both sides of the blade, which
in turn blossoms from an applied
steel forte of symmetrical drooping
leaves, a finely worked element
which is usually seen only on the
finest daggers of this type.

A further example of this type

of ceremonial weapon can be
seen in the Metropolitan Museum
of Art from the Stone bequest
(36.25.994%).

Provenance

Private European collection

References

4

Leo S. Figiel, On Damascus Steel,
Atlantis Arts Press, 1991, pp. 10-11.

URL: https://www.metmuseum.org/
art/collection/search/31584

See also Alexander, David, Stuart W.
Pyhrr, and Will Kwiatkowski, | ic
Arms and Armor in the Metropol
Museum of Art, New York: The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2015,

pp. 203-205, no. 79, ill.







STEEL CHILLANUM

DeccaN, INDIA
171H CENTURY

375MM
256MM

OVERALL
BLADE

This is an elegant and graceful
example of a Deccani double-
edged dagger called a chillanum.
Sometimes these daggers are
referred to as khapwah, a name
taken from the A'in-i-Akbari, a | 6th-
century document recording Mughal
administration under Emperor
Akbar (1542-1605). it comprises an
iron hilt of sculptural quality and a
watered 'wootz' steel blade.

The scabbard, with fittings of silver,
is covered with verdigris coloured
leather and adorned with an
ornamented locket. The hilt is of
waisted form with a bulbous, lotus
top-finial exhibiting carefully cut
petals — a floral motif also repeated
at the centre of the grip’s moulding.
From here the hilt curves into a
winged pommel with sweeping arms
and a curved knuckle-guard, which
terminates in a drooping bud.The
oval hand guard features lotus-bud
quillons, the outline cleverly cut into
a skilful trellis pattern of scrolling
flowers and leaved vines.

A sloped triangular section between
the grip and hand guard has

been pierced to convey a trefoil
arrangement, perhaps intended

to further enhance the foliate
decoration. The recurved blade
commences with a forte that has
been cut into the steel to present
the form of a lotus in bloom, as
well as stylised flower heads with
engraved lines and a range of
petal-shapes. The top of the flower
continues into a central ridge
flanked by two fullers at either
side, tapering to converge with the
central rib into a single line that
leads the blade to its reinforced tip.

Similar examples are published in
Runjeet Singh Ltd catalogues Arms
& Armour from the East (2016)% and
Arts of the Oriental Warrior (2019)’.

Provenance

European art market

References
URL: https://www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/62/gold_chillanum

URL: https://www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/284/gold_chillanum

URL: https://www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/285/steel_chillanum






KHAPWAH

DEcaN orR MUGHAL DOMINIONS
& NEPAL

16TH CENTURY (DAGGER)
191H CENTURY (SCABBARD)

340MMm
230MM

OVERALL:
BLADE:

An all-steel dagger referred to as a
khapwah in the A'in-i-Akbari, a | 6th-
century document recording Mughal
administration under Emperor
Akbar (1542-1605).This type of
dagger is most commonly referred
to by western students of Indian
arms and armour as a chillanum
and is likely to have been made in
the Deccan, or a Mughal workshop.
They are commonly seen in Mughal
miniature paintings suspended from
the waistbands of courtly men.

The hilt is formed with a substantial
diamond-shaped cross-section
which splits into an elegant, winged
pommel with slightly upturned tips.
A bulbous top-finial sits between
the arms of the pommel. The lower
section of the hilt then gracefully
bifurcates just before the curved
blade, which exhibits a central ridge
and heavy swollen tip.

The dagger's scabbard comes from
the Himalayan regions — probably
Tibet or Nepal.The silverwork

has likely been done by a Nepali
craftsman, with two fine panels
depicting a snow leopard in silver
repoussé over either side. The frame
of the scabbard is chased with
typical Buddhist iconography, such as
the flaming jewels that appear near
the throat.

The knife and hilt both are heavily
patinated and show patches of gold,
or a gold-coloured metal. It is highly
likely that the hilt and scabbard were
completely gilded, but the blade may
have only had patches of braise.

Interestingly Lord Egerton of Tatton
who wrote the pioneering work,
A description of Indian and Oriental
Armour (1880), depicts a similar
dagger and attributes its origins to
Nepal®. That is now widely thought
not to be the case, but with the
discovery of this dagger, there now
exists further evidence that such
daggers were at least found in
Nepal, even if they were not
made there.

Provenance

European art market

References

8 Lord Egerton of Tatton, 1880,
plate IX, no.339.



ARTICULATED
BAGH NAKH

SATTARA, INDIA
18tH CENTURY

185Mm
85MM

HEeiGHT
WIDTH

This fascinating object is known as a
bagh nakh — literally “leopard claw".
Where the vast majority of extant
examples are comprised only of a
single crossbar?, ours represents one
of just two known to have survived
with this striking construction. It is
exceptionally rare.

With respect to its functionality,
too, this piece is exceptional. The
shallow wrist-plate is attached with
a looped bracket to secure the
wearer's hand firmly in place and
thus provide the needed support
to resist against impact. The main
surface is comprised of seven hinged
rectangular plates to ensure a close
alignment with the contours of the
wearer's palm. A short, upturned
spike is fitted to the underside

of the weapon, so that damage

is inflicted upon the wearer's
opponent whether they strike in an
upward or downward motion.

Fitted at the end are four
fingerplates which narrow before
thickening into sharp curved claws,
those at either end formed with a
loop for the owner’s fingers and the
entire group secured below with

a thick rectangular crossbar which
distributes the force of any strikes
and so reduces the likelihood of
fractures. The thumb is attached
with a short, separate hinge at the
side of the palm and fitted with a
thicker securing loop than those at
the main section.

20

Such weapons were usually worn
concealed under a glove so as

to bestow the owner with the
element of surprise in an attack.
The bagh nakh was famously

used by Marathan leader Shivaji
Bhonsale | (1630-1680) to kill the
Mughal general Afzal Khan, who had
come to meet with him under the
pretence of a parley during a siege
of the Maratha fort. Angered that
the Mughals had desecrated a family
temple, and suspicious that Khan
may try to kill or arrest him, Shivaji
wore armour under his clothes and
armed himself with a bagh nakh and
bichawa which he used to kill Khan'®.

The present example, made for
the right hand, may possibly be
the match for a left-handed claw
preserved at the Feldman Family
Museum (Museum No. 3288)"
and published by Hales.'? The only
other potential match is the final
remaining example of a bagh nakh
of this construction published

in the pioneering work by Lord
Egerton."* The very claw used by
Shivaji in the encounter described
above was reputed to exist within
the collections of the V&A (see
Accession Number [S.33-1971),
though the likelihood of this
provenance is uncertain.'* It could
be the example presented here,
however records held by the V&A
and the fact that Lord Egerton’s was
only a line drawing, is insufficient
evidence to say that they are one
and the same. The museum wrote
off the Egerton example from their
collections in year 1950".

My thanks to Natalia Yakushev for
hand modelling the bagh nakh.

Provenance

French art market
French private collection
Swiss private collection
UK art market

References

URL: https://collections.vam.ac.uk/
item/O452463/tiger-claws-unknown/

1% Haig, Wolseley; Burn, Richard (1960)
[first published 1937], The Cambridge
History of India, Volume IV:The
Mughal Period, Cambridge University
Press

URL: https://feldmanmuseum.org/
collection/exhibit/sharnirnyy-bagnakh-
dlya-levoy-ruki

See Robert Hales, Islamic and
Oriental Arms and Armour: A
Lifetime’s Passion. London, 2013, p.75,
No.l61.

13 See WA Egerton, Description of
Indian and Oriental Armour:
lllustrated from the Collection
Formerly in the India Office Now
Exhibited at South Kensington and
the Author’s Private Collection,
London, 1896, p.1 15, pl.10, No. 477.

1% URL: https://collections.vam.ac.uk/
item/O | 34202/tiger-claws-unknown/

1> Asian Department archives; personal
communication with Susan Stronge -
senior curator V&A museum.





















BICHAWA BAGH
NAKH

INDIA

191H CENTURY

BLADE

130Mm

27

This bichawa bagh nakh combines

a recurved bichawa blade — which
translates as “'scorpion sting” — and

a bagh-nakh, which translates as
“leopard claw” (not “tiger claw”, as is
commonly stated).

The bagh nakh was famously used
by Marathan leader Shivaji Bhonsale
I (1630-1680) to kill the Mughal
general Afzal Khan, who had come
to parley with him during a siege of
the Maratha fort. Angered that the
Mughals had desecrated a family
temple, and suspicious that Khan
may try to kill or arrest him, Shivaji
wore armour under his clothes and
armed himself with a bagh nakh and

bichawa, which he used to kill Khan'®.

This example is made to fit the right
hand, its outer ring large enough

for a thumb, whilst the ring at the
base of the blade is intended for
the little finger The claws then
protrude from the gaps between
the wearer's knuckles, the recurved
blade extending out the bottom of
the hand.

Of polished steel, the piece
demonstrates careful manufacture,
particularly in the way that the
claws are set into the crossbar and
precisely braised into place.The
base of the blade, too, has been
carefully shaped. An example very
similar to our own can be found in
the Science Museum, London'”.

Provenance

London art market

References

& Haig, Wolseley; Burn, Richard (1960)
[first published 1937], The Cambridge
History of India, Volume [V:The
Mughal Period, Cambridge University
Press

URL: https://collection.sciencemuseum
group.org.uk/objects/co | 24048/tiger-
claw-bagh-nakh-bagh-nakh
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PINCHANGATTI

COORG, SOUTH-WEST INDIA
Mip-191H CENTURY

OVERALL  300MM
BLADE 184vm

Normally referred to as pinchangatti,
such elegant silver-mounted daggers
as this were typically used by the
Coorg people of Karnataka in
south-west India. And since they
often serve as a strong symbol of
familial honour within Coorg culture,
it is rare that these objects enter the
Western art market.

Four small studs dot the silver
surface of the hilt: three are placed
at equidistant points over the grip;
whilst the fourth is set at the centre
of the pommel and formed with

a beaded frame so as to depict a
stylised flowerhead. Further flowers
of different forms as well as fine
geometric patterning appear over
the backstrap and bolster of the hilt.

The blade is broad, single-edged,
and clipped towards the point,
whilst the scabbard comprises a
wooden core covered with silver-
sheet mounts including a locket and
chape in exceptional condition, the
latter formed with a neatly incised
bud-shaped finial. An elegant steel
suspension chain of two sections
is attached to the reverse face of
the scabbard and terminates in

a beaded plaque with a range of
miniature hygienic tools (among
them tweezers, knives, and

an earspoon).

A similar dagger was published by
Runjeet Singh Ltd in Iconic: New York
2018 (Cat. No. 6),'® whilst another
(Accession Number 2800(1S)),
preserved in the collections of the
Victoria & Albert Museum, exhibits
a hilt near-identical to that of the
present piece."”

Provenance

European art market

References

% Runjeet Singh Ltd, Iconic: New York
2018, pp.22-23, Cat. No. 6
https://www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/178/coorg_pinchanagatti

1% URL: https://collections.vam.ac.uk/
item/O450045/dagger-and-sheath-
unknown/






10

QAJAR KHANJAR

PERSIA (MODERN-DAY IRAN)
191H CENTURY

413Mm
270MM

OVERALL
BLADE

31

This khanjar dagger from Persia
shows a similar form to other
examples made in Persia during
the Qajar period, but includes an
extremely rare and unusual grip.

The hilt is carved from walrus ivory
to convey a variety of human heads.
The pommel shows two bearded
and moustachioed men who are
each crowned with a row of red
rubies which line the edges of the
pommel. The grip then depicts two
female faces mirrored either side of
a central bulbous moulding which

is studded with small turquoise
roundels. Both faces are carved with
the facial features typically seen on
female figures in Qajar works of art,
such as pronounced eyebrows. The
face nearest to the pommel even
has a beauty mark on her cheek

in the form of a small stone.The
base of the hilt is further mounted
with reddish coloured stones (later
replacements) and turquoise.

The blade is forged from high-
quality dark wootz steel with a
strong central rib and two sunken
panels which are decorated in
gold with Islamic calligraphy. The
accompanying wooden scabbard is

covered with an Iranian brocade and

finished with a walrus-ivory tip.

The depiction of two-dimensional
figures on ivory hilts from Persia is
widespread, but this type of three-
dimensional carving and the prolific
use of stones are both extremely
rare. Most collections of arms and
armour have examples, but two
pieces preserved in the Wallace
Collection (Inv. Nos. OA1713

and OAI714)% and another at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art

(Accession Number 36.25.1058) are

useful comparanda.?!

Provenance

UK art market

References

2 URL: https:/wallacelive.wallace
collection.org:443/eMPeMuseumPlus?
service=Externallnterface&module
=collection&objectld=62243&
view Type=detailView

URL: https://wallacelive.wallace
collection.org:443/eMP/eMuseumPlus?
service=Externallnterface&module
=collection&objectld=62244&

view Type=detailView

2

URL: https//www.metmuseum.org/art
/collection/search/31454
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STEEL KARD

QAJAR EMPIRE
(MODERN-DAY IRAN)
18T1H CENTURY

OVERALL  405MM

Forged entirely from steel, this kard
dagger originates from the Qajar
Empire (modern-day Iran).

A trio of calligraphic panels are
etched over the hilt, the bolster
and backstrap then overlaid with

a series of miniature panels which
alternate between foliate emblems
and further calligraphic inscriptions
in gold. Further panels at the base
of the blade are chiselled with

an enchanting array of unfurling
flowerheads and intermingled
vines which frame an arabesque
calligraphic panel in gold.

The superb artistry of the dagger's
decorative elements is matched

by a‘wootz' steel blade in pristine
condition which on close inspections
shows a rich patterning, the blade
tapering elegantly to a slender point.
The dagger retains its black-painted
shagreen scabbard with maroon-
coloured cord for suspension.

The dagger's inscriptions are
translated below:

On the hilt, Side A:
Cuep Jdo sz p0ldog sp /151 2 120 0oy Jdo
9IJéCz 9y i@ O IOl oo / 8¢ U9 B 350

JJe 185 I

“In the Name of God, the
Compassionate, the Merciful. When
the help of God and the victory
arrive, And thou seest men entering
the religion of God by troops.”

On the hilt, Side B:
Guovop Wz o) ol 5o OEgy 0 /108 I

10 &y Il 2 sola &33() /@l el 5 60 g
SRR

“Then utter the praise of thy Lord,
implore His pardon; for He loveth
to turn in mercy.” (Qur'an |1 10) Ha.
And He is a faithful companion(?). O
Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin!”

Panel at the base of the blade (both
sides translated together):

P O8UE W S [S3 el Olyplos S
2ag OGS Ops Lo wdlss

a0 NV

“The intention of the design is that
something of us should endure,
For | see no permanence in
existence.Year | 197 (1782-3)"
(from Gulistan, a famous Persian
poem by Sa'di)

Spine of the blade and backstrap:
slde/slzololsleololslslo
"O God! O Affectionate! O
Beneficent! O Requiter!”

Underside of the tang:

sldde/ lepps /s lg g
"O God! © Muhammad! O ‘Alil”

Bolster:

& 135 1dgdId / 9dIl S

"O Possessor of Majesty and
Generosity!”

Daggers made in this style - with
chiselled decoration in arabesque
panels and foliate motifs - were
exhibited by Runjeet Singh Ltd in
Iconic: New York 2018 (see Cat. Nos.
4 & 5).22 Further comparanda can
be found in important museum
collections. See a dagger (Accession
No. 36.25.1043a, b) preserved

at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York thought to have
been made in the workshop of
Muhammad Nami,”* and another
(Accession No. 824-1893) at the
Victoria & Albert Museum with
similar chiselled decoration to our
own.?!

Provenance

European art market

References

22 See Runjeet Singh, Iconic: New York

2018, pp.18-21, Cat. Nos. 4 (URL:
http://runjeetsingh.com/inventory/ 176/
kard_dagger) & 5 (URL: http:/
runjeetsingh.com/inventory/ 177/
pierced_kard).
2 URL: https//www.metmuseum.org/
art/collection/search/24308
2% URL: https:/collections.vam.ac.uk/
item/O71512/knife-unknown/
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HUNTING KNIFE

TrrLis, GEORGIA
191H CENTURY

OVERALL  400MM

37

In place of twin grip-scales, this
exceptionally rare and important
hunting knife, originating from

the old city of Tiflis (or Tbilisi) in
Georgia, has a walrus-ivory handle
formed from a single piece, the
steel bolster decorated in gold on
a cross-hatched surface with vine
tendrils and three-leafed splays.
The lobed panel at the base of
the blade is decorated mostly en
suite with the bolster, though its gilt
foliage slopes downwards and rises
again to display the head of a long-
beaked bird in profile. The blade
itself is forged from coveted bulat
(or'wootz) steel that exhibits an
elegant patterning over its surface
and maintains its broad section for
the greater part of its length before
the spine and section thin and taper
to a slender point.

The kard is complete with its
original wooden scabbard covered
in black velvet and fitted with a
chape and locket of pattern-welded
Damascus steel which have been
generously overlaid in gold with
arabesque panels and other foliate
designs. Remarkably, even the leather
strap and bracket used to secure
the dagger to the wearer's left side
are extant.

In this case, the most important
dagger with which we can
compare the present example is
one preserved in the Hermitage
Collection in Saint Petersburg,
Russia, especially with reference to
its blade (Inv. No. B.O.-2287).%

Provenance

UK art market

References

2 See Vsevolod Obraztsov (2021),
Oriental Arms and Armour in the
Hermitage Collection, State
Hermitage Museum, pp. 148-149.
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MINIATURE KNIVES

From LEFT TO RIGHT:

NortH INDIA, GUJARAT (INDIA),
Syria, NORTH INDIA.

171H - 18TH CENTURY

LEFT 235MMm
CENTRE 215mMMm
RiGHT 205mMMm

This group of fine miniature knives
constitutes a pleasing example of
the varied and intricate artistry
that can be observed in arms and
armour.

The leftmost knife shown in the
images dates to the |8th-19th
century and comprises walrus ivory
grips, a blade of wootz steel with
elegant surface patterns, and a dark-
green velvet-covered scabbard.

39

The second knife comes from the
state of Gujarat in India and dates
to the 17th or I8th century. Its
grip-scales are made from mother-
of-pearl which has been carved
into an interesting shape, possibly
intended to convey the outline of
a bird's head and crest in profile.
The watered blade is overlaid with
winding vine tendrils in gold and
exhibits the much sought-after
‘Mohammed'’s Ladder’ patterning
over its surface whereby pillars of
whirling wootz steel surge into the
body of the blade from its sharp
edge. It is complete with a leather-
covered scabbard which has been
painted black.

The third knife is 19th century and
originates from Syria, its slender

hilt covered throughout with long
splays of palm leaves in gold koftgari.
The blade is overlaid at the forte
with a network of gold quatrefoils
and along the back-edge with an
inscription. The maker's style extends
to the metal scabbard which is
decorated in gold en suite with the
hilt and fitted with a gently sloping
suspension bracket.

Provenance

London art market
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EATING SET

MONGOLIA

191H CENTURY

OVERALL

327MM

This set consists of a fine eating
trousse and a chuckmuck or flint
striker (derived from the Anglo-
Indian word chakmak which in
turn comes from the Turkish word
cakmaktagi, meaning ‘flint’).

The eating trousse is a well-made
example that consists of two
straight single-edged knives and a
pair of chopsticks. The scabbard

has a wooden core that has been
covered with red-scaled shagreen,
its natural lustre giving it a lacquered
appearance. The knives' hilts are
layered with grip-scales of polished
bone and wood and the chopsticks
are made from bone with silver
pommels. The chuckmuck is a typical
example of the fire-lightning kits
found across North Asia from China
to Japan since the |7th century?®.

41

The unusual green stone suspended
by the chain (possibly aventurine)
serves a functional purpose as well
as an aesthetic one: in providing
counter-balance to the flint striker
when worn, it stops the pouch

from coming out of the wearer's
belt while walking — much like a
Japanese netsuke. The eating set

and flint pouch are both hung by
means of silver chains, with pendants
decorated with graceful floral
patterns on a gold coloured ground.

Similar sets were presented in our
Hong Kong catalogue in 2017%, and
a particularly striking example can
be found in Patricia Ann Berger and
Terese Tse Bartholomew's book
Mongolia : The Legacy of Chinggis
Khan?®.

Provenance

UK art market

References

26 Such daily utensils for 'striking a

light' were essential implements until
the gradual introduction of the match
in the mid-19th century: the user
would produce a spark by striking a
flint against the steel base ridge.
2. Runjeet Singh, Hong Kong Catalogue,
2017, pp.8-23.

URL: https//www.runjeetsingh.com/
catalogues/6/hong_kong 2017
28 Patricia Ann Berger and Terese Tse
Bartholomew, Mongolia: The Legacy of
Chinggis Khan, Thames and Hudson,
1995, p.106, item 6.
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KINDJAL DAGGER

TURKEY (OTTOMAN EMPIRE)
1850 AD

415Mm
285MM

OVERALL
BLADE

43

This magnificent kindjal was made in
the Ottoman Empire in 1850 during
the reign of Abdulmejid | (Ottoman
Turkish: £.os 13rT.s 159, romanized:
Abdulmecid-i evvel, Turkish: I.
Abdulmecid; 25 April 1823 —25
June 1861), who was the 3 st Sultan
of the Ottoman Empire and reigned
from 2 July 1839 — 25 June 1861
and succeeded his father Mahmud
Il'on 2 July 1839.As we know, many
Caucasian Muhajirs (settlers) lived
in Ottoman Empire and served in
the army of the Ottoman Sultan —
some of them to become famous
commanders and generals. Many of
the Caucasian craftsmen worked in
Ottoman workshops, including in
the court of the Ottoman Sultan®.

The piece is highly decorated using
fine gold decorations to depict
intricate stylized foliage; the dagger
is likely ceremonial and probably
belonged to a high-ranking officer.
Contrary to the single, offset groove
on each face of the blade that
appears on most examples, our
piece displays a double-groove.The
scabbard is decorated en suite with
the hilt in gold-inlaid mounts, the
elongated chape cut at its end into a
faceted flower-bud finial.

The kindjal dagger has a long and
rich socio-cultural history in the
Caucasus. It dates back as far as
the 3rd century B.C. — its shape
and weight drew are based on the
Roman gladius sword-type — and
continued to be refined over three
millennia, from a blade made of
copper or bronze to one made

of steel, allowing the dagger to
become stronger and narrower over
time with improved efficiency in
combat. This wonderful dagger likely
belonged to a high ranking officer
or Pasha in the Ottoman Imperial
Army.

The present example matches well
with the shashka included in this
catalogue™®. Similar pieces can also
be seen in the State Hermitage
Museum?'.

Provenance

Private European collection

References

¥ Caucasian craftsmen worked not only
in Russia and Central Asia (Bukhara
and Samarkand), but also in the
Middle East (Ottoman Empire). This
is also noted by researcher R.
Alikhanov in Art of Kubachi (A., 1976.
p. 53) and evidenced by the
descendants of the Kubachi, Lak
masters - including Daud Efendiey,
a silversmith and a descendant of
old masters, resident of the village of
Duki, Lak district of Dagestan.
According to him, at different times
the Laks and Kubachins worked in
Istanbul, including in the court
workshop of the Turkish Sultan. See
also: Searching For Lost Relics, . & Kh.
Askhabov, 2016.p. 129

See item number | 6.

See Yurij A. Miller, Caucasian Arms
from the State Hermitage Museum,
St Petersburg. The Art of Weaponry in
Caucasus and Transcaucasia in the | 8th
and | 9th Centuries, Devantier;
Naestved [Denmark], 2000.
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SHASHKA SWORD

TURKEY (OTTOMAN EMPIRE)
1850 AD

970MM
815mm

OVERALL
BrLADE

An incredible example of the kind
of single-edged sabre wielded by
the people of the Caucasus typically
known as a shashka or shasqua.*
Like the matching kindjal dagger (see
item number 15), this magnificent
saber was made in the Ottoman
Empire in 1850 during the reign of
Abdulmejid | (Ottoman Turkish: ¢.w»
10rT.$s 154, romanized: Abdilmecid-i
evvel, Turkish: I. Abdilmecid; 25 April
1823 — 25 June 1861), who was the
3lst Sultan of the Ottoman Empire
and reigned from 2 July 1839 — 25
June 1861 and succeeded his father
Mahmud Il on 2 July 1839.As we
know, many Caucasian Muhajirs
(settlers) lived in Ottoman Empire
and served in the army of the
Ottoman Sultan — some of them

to become famous commanders
and generals. Many of the Caucasian
craftsmen worked in Ottoman
workshops, including in the court of
the Ottoman Sultan®.

It should be noted that not only
Caucasian sabers, but also Turkish-
type sabers, made and decorated
by Caucasian craftsmen, are very
rare. They are of great historical and
cultural value.

Such swords were used in much the
same way as a Western European
sabre, with highly similar cuts, thrusts,
guards and parries.* The lavish gold
decoration of this sword — applied
generously throughout both the
scabbard’s mounts and the blade

itself — are exceptionally well

preserved. Glistening vine leaves and
floral patterns scroll intricately along
the length of the blade, beautifully
highlighting its slender shape and
golden inscription reading:

Side A

Qur'an 48:1 (in part) - “Verily
We have granted thee a manifest
victory.”

Side B

Qur'an 61:13 (in part) - “Help
from God and a speedy victory.
So give the glad tidings to the
believers.”

The Caucasian form of the shashka
has a scabbard which encloses most
of the hilt, with little more than

the pommel protruding. Plainer

in other examples, the pommel is
pierced to receive a sword-knot,
but the present piece may have
served a more ceremonial purpose.
Officers’ models were indeed much
more heavily ornamented, and it

is to be noted that officers had
considerable freedom in their choice
of embellishment — even down

to non-regulation blades, typically
sharpened for the last third nearest
the tip®.

This wonderful sword likely
belonged to a high ranking
officer or Pasha in the Ottoman
Imperial Army.

Provenance

Private European collection

References

A Russian word originally coming
from the Adyghe word Caluxys,
sashko, meaning ‘long knife’.

Caucasian craftsmen worked not only
in Russia and Central Asia (Bukhara
and Samarkand), but also in the
Middle East (Ottoman Empire). This
is also noted by researcher R.
Alikhanov in Art of Kubachi (A, 1976.
p.53) and evidenced by the
descendants of the Kubachi, Lak
masters - including Daud Efendiey,

a silversmith and a descendant of

old masters, resident of the village of
Duki, Lak district of Dagestan.
According to him, at different times
the Laks and Kubachins worked in
Istanbul, including in the court
workshop of the Turkish Sultan. See
also: Searching For Lost Relics, I. & Kh.
Askhabov, 2016.p. 129.

* See Ruslan Urazbakhtin, ‘Shashka
in Late XIX-XX C: Outline of Russian
Combat Techniques', in. Acta Periodica
Duellatorum (vol. 6, issue 2), Matyas
Miskolczi (ed.), 2018, pp. 146—168.

See Yurij A. Miller, Caucasian Arms
from the State Hermitage Museum,
St Petersburg. The Art of Weaponry
in Caucasus and Transcaucasia in

the 18th and 19th Centuries,
Devantier, Naestved [Denmark], 2000.




17

CHEVRON TULWAR

DEeccaN, INDIA
171H CENTURY

OVERALL  940MMm
BLADE 815Mm

46

A monumental and well-preserved
example of an Indian sword known
as a tulwar. The hilt of this sword is
decorated with gold inlay, referred
to as tah-i-nishan, which is a more
costly technique than simply
applying the gold to the surface

in the more common technique
known as koftgari.

Graceful chevron-leaves fill the
blackened surface of this striking
hilt in gold, their feathery edges
picked out in fine detail. The hilt
further comprises lotus-head
langets, domed quillons, a centrally
swollen grip, and a pommel disk
that is especially pleasing for its
incorporation of the same leafy
schema into a sunburst structure.

A domed cap sits on the pommel
disk with a pierced border of lotus
flowers, an openwork pommel-tag
completing the hilt.

The large, curved blade is forged
from pattern-welded steel and
clearly exhibits an excellent state of
preservation with a cloudy pattern
that reveals the structure of the
metal. The first section of its length
shows handwritten markings, the
number ‘98’ etched within a box
together with the number ‘1928’
above an undetermined word, yet
to be deciphered.There are also
Indian numbers on the spine (likely
contemporary to its manufacture
unlike the other markings). Written
in gold they appear to read ‘929",
The sword is complete with its red
velvet-covered scabbard, which is
fitted with a chape forged from
wootz steel and decorated with
gold along its border.

Provenance
Private collection USA.
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GILT TULWAR

NORTHERN INDIA
18TH - 19T1H CENTURY

OVERALL  950MM

The gold hilt of this sublime tulwar

is elaborately decorated over its
surface with a pleasing range of
motifs and patterns: a large lotus
flower blossoms at the middle of
the crossguard and is encircled by a
winding vine tendril which continues
curling its way up the centrally
swollen grip, flanked at either side
throughout with further flowerheads
on a finely stippled ground. The sides
of the domed quillons are lined with
chevrons, and a round pommel disc
decorated with further flowerheads
and vines completes the hilt.

A thick Syrian trade blade of wootz
steel extends to a considerable
length from the hilt and is etched
over the surface on one face with a
trio of cartouches which comprise
two calligraphic panels and a central
lion in shallow relief.

The sword is complete with a
scabbard covered in green velvet
which is made resplendent by its gilt
locket and chape, which have each
been decorated en suite with the hilt
and cut and pierced at their edges.

Provenance

Private collection USA
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CHAKRAVARTI
SHORT-SWORD

DECCAN, SOUTHERN INDIA
151H-17TH CENTURY

572MM
465MM

OVERALL
BrLADE

&
AR

This alluring weapon is known as a
chakravarti sword. Its unusual form
is deeply imbued with both regal
and religious symbolism, and as a
work of art wonderfully embodies
that sought-after merging of elegant
form with a persuasive sense of
history.

The archaic iron hilt retains large
amounts of its original silvering and
comprises sloping langets, spherical
quillons, a centrally swollen grip,
and the tri-spherical pommel which
partly characterises such swords. A
large cut panel of silvered steel fills
the gap between the hilt and blade
to reinforce the sword's structure,
secured in place by two bolts at the
quillons and another two over the
langets. This latter pair have been
cut to convey stylised flowerheads
whose dotted petals pleasingly
match the sphere-and-disc motifs
that are central to the sword's
symbolism.

The steel blade has been forged
with a disc-shaped forte including
a small semi-circular notch cut
near to the hilt (possibly a later
modification). Over the remaining
course of its length, the blade
tapers to a fine point, exhibiting

a pronounced medial ridge and
leaning gently to one side.

As alluded to above, the unusual
forms and features of this
exceedingly rare sword represent

a complex network of symbols,

for which Elgood (2004) provides
the most thorough background

and explanation. Firstly, the large,
disc-shaped forte (or chakra forte)
is connected closely with the

ruling Rayas of the Vijayanagara
Empire (circa 1336-1646 AD.)

in southern India, in that this disc
shape may symbolise the sun or
wheel of time (kalachakra), which

as Elgood observes,(...) would tie
it to Vishnu, from whom the Rayas
claimed descent, by association with
his weapon the chakra known as
Sudarsana.”*¢ For the kings of the
Vijayanagara Empire, this chakra
was, in turn, a powerful symbol

of the right to rule. This would
symbolically bestow the ruling

Raya and owner of such a sword
with the position of chakravarti,

the title given to the ancient Indian
concept of the Universal Ruler. The
Sanskrit words chakra and vartin
translate to “wheel” and “one who
turns” respectively, meaning that

he who became chakravarti would
eternally spin the wheel of heaven
(kalachakra, as above). Functioning
in tandem with the powerful
iconography of the chakra forte is
the spherical tri-part pommel, which
likely represents the Trimurti (trinity)
of the gods Brahma,Vishnu and Siva,
who embody the roles of creator,
preserver and destroyer respectively.

Elgood concludes his detailed
analysis as follows: “Are these
swords symbols of kingly power? It
seems probable.’¥

Linking such weapons as the
present example to contemporary
temple sculptures at Kanchipuram
and Kumbakonam, as well as
appearances of this weapon-type in
the Laur-Chand manuscript, Elgood
states that such swords must have
been produced priorto 1610.A
similar pair of swords are published
in the Robert Hales collection,*®
and another in The Hindu Warrior by
Roy Elvis,* though very few other
examples are known. However,
Elgood's discussion of the subject
provides illuminating comparanda
from various periods of the
Vijayanagara Empire."

Published

Robert Elgood (2004), Hindu Arms
& Ritual: Arms and Armour from
India 1400-1865, Chicago, Chicago
University Press, p.123, Fig. | .24.

Robert Hales (2013), Islamic and
Oriental Arms and Armour: A
Lifetime’s Passion, London, p.7 |, No.
|55.

Provenance

Private collection USA
Private collection of Robert Hales

References

% Robert Elgood (2004), Hindu Arms
& Ritual: Arms and Armour from India
1400-1865, Chicago, Chicago
University Press, p.| I 1.

3 ibid, p.1 12.

% Robert Hales (2013), Islamic and
Oriental Arms and Armour: A Lifetime’s
Passion, London, p.71, No. |54.

¥ Roy Elvis (2020), The Hindu Warrior,
London, Olympia Auctions, p.92, Cat.
No. C109.

- ibid, pp.109-126.Thus see figs. | 1.1-24.
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PAIR OF HUGE
DHA SWORDS

NORTHERN THAILAND
(RartanakosiN KINGDOM)
191H CENTURY

OVERALL  1180MM
BLaDE 622MM

55

Two large ceremonial swords

from Northern Thailand which

date to the 19th century. The hilts
comprise wooden cores covered
with silver sheet which has been
divided into nine panels of fine and
detailed repoussé decoration, with
chased floral and geometric designs
indicative of Thai style. The panels
are separated by silver bands with a
large bulbous pommel of segmented
decoration. The swords’ curving
blades each convey the identical
profile of a flickering flame.

A similar, shorter sword is preserved
in the National Museum, Bangkok.
lllustrated and described by
Panchaphan as a “‘Lanna-style”
sword,*! it is presumed that
Panchaphan is referring to the

Kingdom of Lan Na, an Indianised
state centered in present-day
Northern Thailand during the |3th
to |8th centuries.

Provenance

Private collection USA
Runjeet Singh 2015
London art market

Literature

Singh, 2015, Arms & Armour of the
East, p.60-61.

References

*1- Naengoi Panchaphan, Silverware in
Thailand, P134.
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SIKIN PANYANG

NORTHERN SUMATRA, INDONESIA
(ACEH PROVINCE)
191H CENTURY

692MM
520mMMm

OVERALL
BLADE

The present sword or sikin panyang
is an interesting variant of the type
of straight, single edge cutlass or
klewang sword originating from the
Indonesian Archipelago (Nusantara).

As a typical example of the most
popular fighting weapon of the
Acehnese people, this particular
piece is thought to have been made
in the province of Aceh, Northern
Sumatra, likely during the early years
of the Aceh War against the colonial
Dutch, prior to 1879, where many
sikin were produced®.

The wooden scabbard, or sarung,

is reinforced with two metal bands.
Worn at the waist, it is of uniform
width from end to end and has
been polished and darkened by the
years. It displays an intricate design

of carvings with floral and leaved
vine tendrils engraved on both
sides of its length, inspired by the
Aceh vegetation. The throat is well-
preserved and shows exceptional
low-relief chasing. The forked hulu
or handle, made of horn (probably
buffalo), leads to a ferrule with gilt
overlay decoration that merges into
the first two inches of the sword's
spine. These forked hilts are also
named toempang beunteuéng due to
their transverse protrusions®.

The most remarkable aspect of

the laminated blade or wilah is its
inlaid honorific inscription. Starting
from the ricasso, it mentions the
Sultan of Aceh Iskandar Muda (early
|6thC, d.17thC) and is encoded
with apotropaic properties: as he
was known as Aceh's most powerful
historic ruler; Sultan Iskandar Muda
would have been an appropriate
figure to invoke during war times.
Additionally, it features both Quranic
writings and esoteric blessings
(basmalah/bismalah).

42,

43,

Provenance
Private collection UK

References

Personal communication with Dr
Mulaika Hijjas (SOAS University

of London) — with thanks for her help
contextualizing and transliterating the
sword's inscription.

See Farouk Yahya, Magic and
Divination in Malay lllustrated
Manuscripts, Brill, 2015.

See also Steel and Magic : Edged
Weapons of the Malay Archipelago,
Deutsches Klingenmuseum Solingen,
Sixt Wetzler, 2020.

“. Abdel Haleem trans. The Qur'an.

Oxford: OUR, 2008. p. 41.

*- Abdel Haleem trans,, ibid,, p. 42.
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Transliteration reads as follows :

..-\._-

Side A

=

Bismillah al-rahman al-rahim

(Reading upwards from line 4)
ya ayyuha
alladhma
amant
ittaqu
|-laha hagga
tuqatihi
wa-la
tamUtunna ila
wa antummu
muslima-
na

[Qur'an 3:102 :*You who believe, be
mindful of God, as is His due, and
make sure you devote yourselves to
Him, to your dying moment.”*].

buduh
[This is a talismanic word formed
from the abjad equivalents of the
four corner cells of a 3 % 3 magic
square: 2,6,4,8 (2 = ba, 6 = waw, 4
= dal, 8 = ha]

Muhammad
Abu Bakr
Umar
Uthman

Al

Side B

(Reading from the hilt)
Iskandar Muda Mahkota Alam
Sultan Aceh

S m-h m I-a m-h?-r
[Without further clues, these
isolated letters are impossible to
interpret: they may have talismanic
significance, or perhaps are intended
to indicate ownership.]

(Rotated 90 degrees, reading from
the tip of the sword down)

900 800

700 600

500 400

300 200

10090 10

807050

403020

1098

765

4321

(Rotated back to previous
orientation, reading along the
length of the blade, Qur'an 3:103,
continuing from the other side)
wa-i ‘tasim@ bi-habli I-lahi

["Hold fast to God's rope."*]
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THREE SPEARHEADS

LEFT AND CENTRE:
DEeccaN, INDIA
18tH CENTURY

RIGHT:
RajasTHAN
191H CENTURY

LErT 425MMm
CENTRE 310mMm
RiGHT 430mMMm

These spearheads are lavishly
decorated throughout with fantastic
motifs in gold.

All three of the spearheads are
formed with a faceted socket, that
of the first spearhead exhibits
decorative bands of three-petalled
flowerheads set amidst leaved vine
stems over the entirety of its socket
in gold koftgari. A separate, central
band comprising a sequence of small
dots in gold, when examined closely,
leads charmingly into a miniaturised
spearhead-shape. The long and
slender blade is formed with a pair
of shallow fullers which taper into
the blade’s reinforced, armour
piercing point at approximately
halfway along its length.

The second with finely painted
bands of curving leaves and
minute flecks of gold adorn the
cross-hatched surface of the final
example’s darkened steel socket.
This leads into a bifurcated base
which has been fitted with a bud-
shaped finial and adorned with
panels of vines that swirl and stretch
over the greater part of the twin
arms' lengths. The two blades then

6l

are each formed with a forte of
leafy branches thickly painted in gold
that each lead into a stylised lotus
and spear-shaped panel.

The third being decorated with fine
lines of gold that delineate each

of the sides. A bulbous moulding
with foliate decoration sits just
below the base, which has been
cleverly formed as a pair of large,
open-mouthed makara (two further
makara in miniature appear at either
side). The blade is then chiselled

at the forte in deep relief with a
uniquely detailed lotus flower, its
curved leaves and petals neatly
incised and so imbuing the artful
panel with texture and realism.
Sunken twin fullers appear over

the greater part of the blade’s
remaining length at either side of a
small, stylised lotus and an engraved
medial ridge.

The third example shown at the left
within the images may be compared
with a spearhead (Cat. No. |5)
published by Runjeet Singh Ltd in
Arts des Guerriers d'Orient (2018),
especially with reference to the
chiselled unfurling flower visible at

the base of the blade.”® Another,
preserved in the collections of

the Metropolitan Museum of Art

in New York (Accession Number
20.151.5), similarly shows this theme
at its forte.* In its decoration

and form, the second and central
spearhead of our set is also similar
to a piece exhibited by Runjeet
Singh Ltd in The Goddess: Arms and
Armour of the Rajputs - London 2018
(Cat.No. 21).%®

Provenance

European art market

References

URL: ttpsi//www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/224/spearhead_and_butt
- URL: https//www.metmuseum.org/
art/collection/search/22747

URL: https//www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/255/trident
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SANG (SPEARHEAD)

SOUTHERN INDIA
16TH - 17TH CENTURY

505MMm
290MM

OVERALL
BrLADE

This sang (spearhead) shows refined
craftsmanship and a good state of
preservation.

A large iron ring, pierced with two
concentric circles of small holes,
forms the base of the spear’s tubular
socket which has been adorned with
detailed floral motifs. The socket is
strengthened by three thick band-
shaped mouldings which alternate
with chased bands, all chiselled
throughout with rows of recurrent
beading. The double-edged blade
curves gently and is intricately
decorated at the forte on each face
with a symmetrical composition

of opposing yali (dragon-like
mythological creatures) that exhibit
large, curved fangs and scales which
have been cleverly cut to mimic the
ridged texture of reptilian skin. A
central lotus design separates the
creatures and repeats in miniature
at the base of the blade’s deep-cut
arrowhead fullers. The style of this
decoration is linked with the Nayaka
kingdom (1529-1736): during

the rule of the Nayakas, art and
architecture flourished in the region
of what is now modern-day Tamil
Nadu.”” As explained in Dr Ravinder
Reddy's recent study, ‘Southern
[Indian] spearheads tended to be
weighty, straight or curved, adorned
with chiselled mythological beasts
and generally with no gold but
sometimes with silver plate.*

Another spear, remarkably similar
to the present example, has been
illustrated in The Hindu Warrior
(2019), a work by Roy Elvis;*' and
Robert Elgood's discussion of these
spearhead-types, points to further
comparanda that are preserved in
important museums and collections,
such as the Royal Collection Trust.>?

Examples of such sang spears
were presented to King Edward
VII during his tour of India in
|875-76 when Prince of Wales, by
Muktamabai Chhatrapati, Princess
of Tanjore. These were recorded in
the exhibition Arms and Armour at
Sandringham: The Indian Collection
(1910)*, probably as diplomatic gifts
from the Zamindar of Seithur A
similar spear was also published by
Runjeet Singh Ltd**

Provenance
European art market

References

The Nayaks — renowned for their
intricate artworks and spectacular
architecture — formed a dynasty in
Southern India after the collapse of
the Vijayanagar Empire, and ruled
from the [6th to |8th centuries.

Ravinder Reddy, Arms & Armour of
India, Nepal & Sri Lanka: Types,
Decoration and Symbolism, Hali
Publications Ltd, 2019, p. I 0.

°l- Roy Elvis, The Hindu Warrior, Thomas
Del Mar Ltd, 2018, p. 381

52 Robert Elgood, Hindu Arms and Ritual:
Arms and Armour from India 1400-
1865, Eburon Academic Publishers,
Delft (Netherlands), 2005, p. 194.

See also URL: https://www.rct.uk/
collection/38430/spear-sang and URL:
https://www.rct.uk/collection/37988/
spearnbsp-sang

URL: ttps://www.rct.uk/

collection/ | | 13357/arms-and-armour-
at-sandringham-the-indian-collection-
presented-by-the-princes

% URL: https://www.runjeetsingh.com/
inventory/361/sang_spearhead
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LANCE

Kurch (Gujarar), INnpia
191H CENTURY

OVERALL  970MM
BLADE 815MMm

65

A long spear or lance from Kutch,
a district of the state of Gujarat

in Western India. Carved from
bamboo and lacquered black, the
spear is fitted with copper mounts
which are chased with floral
patterns typical of the metalwork
produced in Kutch — a well-known
producer of works in silver.

The lance unscrews at its half-way
point for easy transport; its steel
blade contained within an original
velvet-covered scabbard which is
also mounted with copper fittings.
A similar example is preserved in

the collection of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.*

Provenance

London art market

References

55.

URL: https://www.metmuseum.org/
art/collection/search/30757
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CHAHAR-KHAM BOW

SINDH, NORTHERN INDIA
181H - 19TH CENTURY

OVERALL  1000MM

67

This rare and lavishly lacquered
piece shows an elegant, double
S-shaped curve, its reflex limbs
formed from horn, wood and layers
laid in glue (with horn belly, wooden
core and sinew on the back), its
surfaces wrapped in richly painted
bark and brightly decorated with
stylised floral motifs. The edges

of the contours are lacquered

in golden yellow and saffron-red,
accentuated by V-shaped patterned
bands or panels running width wise
along the arms up to the wooden
ears and nocks (where the bow's
hues darken slightly), both sides
enhanced with black lines. The back
of either arm, towards the ears, is
decorated to match the oval grip:
the double medial ridges widen
into short double ears, and the
strongly recessed grip, as well as the
lower section of the ears, shows a
dense, lustrous décor of delicate,
leafy boteh / buta. Each wooden

ear is signed (probably the maker’'s
signature) with undecipherable
Arabic lettering.

Recurved chahar-kham or four
curves’ bows form a type described
in Kitab Hidayat al-rami (‘The
Archer's Guide’) by Muhammad
Budah'T, written around 1500 AD.*®
Their shape is severe, comprising

a deeply setback handle with one
to three rows of sinew on the

back of the bow.They represent

an older kind of composite bow,
reminiscent of the ancient Scythian
form. It is thought that chahar-
kham bows were probably once in
widespread use among much of the
Indian subcontinent, but production
continued the longest in Sindh, from
where this example is thought to
originate”.

Provenance

European art market

References

- The manuscript Kitab Hidayat al-ramr

was purchased by the British Library
in 1983 where it remains today. The

work was dedicated to Husayn Shah,
ruler of Bengal from 1493-1519 AD.

- See Edward McEwen; The chahar-
kham or "four curved" bow of India,
Elgood (editor), Islamic Arms and
Armour; London Scolar Press, 1979
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{ PAINTED BOW This rare and lavishly painted bow
likely comes from KashmirThe
KasHMIR (NORTHERN INDIA) central grip is bound with a bluish
18TH - 19TH CENTURY threading ov